 Safer Spaces Agreement and Alcohol Policy

What is a safer space for?

It’s crucial that we do not recreate structures at Peace Camp that silence people who are already silenced in society. We recognise that oppression can happen at a political, social or personal level and typically occurs on the basis of ethnicity, class, gender, gender identity, gender presentation, sexuality, age, income, ability, appearance, immigration, activist experience, and other forms of difference and inequality. A safer spaces agreement aims to create a space free from of marginalisation and inequality that many people regularly face.

What does a safer space mean?

A safer space is a vision of a better society, of what it could be like to feel supported, to feel autonomous, and most of all to feel safer. If we want to create a radical community then we have to question our learned behaviours and challenge others and ourselves. We need to work towards acting in ways that are respectful and build communities of trust and support.

How can we create a safer space.?

Zero tolerance for:

• Any behaviour (including body language and verbal language) that demeans, marginalises, dominates, or perpetuates hierarchies. This includes; Abusive, threatening or violent behaviour, Homophobia, Transphobia, Ableism, Racism, Sexism, or Classism.

An awareness that..

• Feeling confidence in a skill is a privilege, so make space for others to learn what you already know, and share your knowledge with others in a way that is empowering.

• Everyone has an equal right to be heard and an equal responsibility to listen.

• There are a range of different identities (gender, race, class) that people may identify as, so avoid making sweeping generalisations or assumptions about people.

• Anyone could be a survivor of a particular form of oppression, so treat others with care and consideration.

It is everyone’s responsibility to challenge prejudice & oppression.

Why an Alcohol Policy and what does that mean?

Due to massive problems at the camp with alcohol consumption and drunken behaviour in the past we have a no drinking policy. This means that there is zero tolerance on consuming alcohol in communal areas. There is also zero tolerance for drunken behaviour in communal spaces including any areas where you are associated with Peace Camp, e.g. Helensburgh or the beach. 

Anyone who breaks the safer spaces agreement will by their behaviour offsite themselves from Peace Camp. If you want to change the safer spaces agreement or the alcohol policy bring it up at the next meeting. yi

