Rise up Singing weekend at Faslane, 
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Saturday September 15th – Monday September 17th

Three Days of Music and Creative Resistance at Faslane
Dear fellow singers, musicians and performers,

Thank-you for your interest in the Rise Up Singing weekend. This letter is to update you on what is happening. From the responses so far, we think we’ll have at least 50 people taking part.

What we need from you

It would really help with our planning if you can give us some information about your plans as soon as possible. Specifically, we’d like to know:

· How many are coming from your group? (Not to hold you to exact numbers, just so we have an idea of how many to expect.) You are also very welcome to come as an individual.

· When do you plan to arrive?

· How will you be coming? (That is, will you have your own cars/transport?)

· Do you plan to stay over till Monday?

· Would your group like a slot to perform at Faslane on the Sunday? Do you have a song you can teach the rest of us? A workshop you’d like to offer?

· How many of your group (if any) plan to take actions which risk arrest? (Again, not to hold you to anything, just so we have an idea.)

Songs

We now have a list of “mass songs” which we are inviting everyone coming to learn, and sing together on the weekend. None of them is terribly difficult – you can practise on the bus to Dumbarton! We have put words and recordings of each of the parts up on the Protest in Harmony website (http://www.protestinharmony.org.uk/wp/tag/rise-up-singing/) so please download them and have a look.

The main songs are:

· Bin the Bomb (Victoria Rudebark)

· All around my spirit (Kathy Lowe)

· Ye’ll no sit here (Thurso Berwick)

· We’re not going away (Happy birthday Faslane Peace Camp 2012) (Jane Lewis)

· Freedom Come-All-Ye (Hamish Henderson)

We have a songsheet, with the words for these, and a selection of other songs. Please download and print out your copy: 

http://www.protestinharmony.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/RiseUpSingingSeptember2012-songsheet.pdf
Where will we be?
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Saturday Sept 15th From 10am to 3pm: Dumbarton Burgh Hall.

Directions: 
Take the A82 from Glasgow. Turn off on the A814 and go straight ahead at the first roundabout (by the supermarkets). At the next roundabout turn left and after the Sheriff Court take the next left as the main road turns to the right. The Burgh hall is on the left at 17 Castle Street and has parking. The Hall is located around 200m from Dumbarton Central train station

Saturday Sept 15th from 3pm to 8.30am on Sunday 16th. 
Sunday 16th evening to 8.30am Monday 17th 
St Augustine’s Church Hall.

Directions: 
Take the A82 from Glasgow. Turn off on the A814 and go straight ahead at the first roundabout (by the supermarkets). At the next roundabout turn left and after the Sheriff Court take the next right. The Church Hall is on the left.

Sunday and Monday: Faslane Peace Camp and North Gate, Faslane 

Accommodation:

We will have St Augustine’s Church Hall to stay in overnight on Saturday and Sunday night.

The Peace Camp has caravan space available – space for about 11 people. There are some beds as well as floor space. Bring a sleeping bag and sleeping mats. There is also camping space. The camp will cook vegan meals but will be happy to have help and interesting ingredients.

There are also various hostels, B&Bs, etc in the area. There is a list of these on the website: 
http://www.protestinharmony.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Rise-Up-Singing-Accommodation.doc
Transport:

We are hoping that as many people as possible will consider bringing a car, and we’d like you to let us know if you will have spare spaces to help with getting people from Glasgow to Faslane. Public transport from Glasgow to Helensburgh is fairly straightforward (trains run half-hourly) and we can if needed organise car drivers to shuttle people from Helensburgh to Faslane. There are also some service busses from Helensburgh to Faslane.

At Faslane there is a small car park at the cemetery just 100m from the North Gate.

From Glasgow To Faslane is about 50km/30 miles, and takes about 1 hour by car. From Helensburgh to Faslane is about 8km/5 miles. There is a map on the website which may be useful if you are not familiar with the layout:
http://www.protestinharmony.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/map.jpg
Nonviolence guidelines

We are committed to always acting in a way that causes no harm to ourselves or others. We ask that everyone taking part in Rise up Singing respect and follow these guidelines: 

· Our attitude will be one of sincerity and respect towards the people we encounter 

· We will not engage in physical violence or verbal abuse toward any individual 

· We will carry no weapons 

· We will not bring or use alcohol or drugs other than for medical purposes 

· We will clear any blockade to allow emergency vehicles in or out of the base and then resume the blockade afterwards. 
The Peace Camp also has its own safer spaces policy with no drugs or alcohol. Please read of this and support the camp by following it: 
http://www.protestinharmony.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/Safer-spaces.doc.

What to bring

· Instruments, 

· Songs, 

· Shakers, things to make shakers with...

· Warm clothes, waterproofs, midge-spray,

· Banners, bits of cloth for making banners,

· Sleeping bag and mat if you’re staying over

Food

The Peace Camp will be providing lunch and dinner for us in Dumbarton on the Saturday and dinner at the Peace Camp on the Sunday.

The Stirling CND Jeely Peace Café will be at Faslane on Sunday.

Food will be veggie – if you have any special food needs, please let us know on the registration form.

More information

www.tridentploughshares.org.uk
Any questions, contact riseupsinging.tp@gmail.com
Press and Publicity

The press just love stories about choirs and singing groups! So please see if you can get any interest from your local paper, radio and TV stations.

You might be able to tie in a story with discussions about what should happen to Trident if Scotland becomes independent, or whether Scotland should remain part of NATO – both are quite topical at the moment.

Money matters

We would appreciate donations to cover the use of the halls, food, photocopying expenses, etc. (But please still come if you are broke and can’t afford to donate anything!)

Action plans

We hope as many of you as possible will choose to take part in nonviolent direct action against the weapons of mass destruction based at Faslane, but remember those who are to not able to risk arrest (for whatever reason) are also an essential part of the action. (Who will keep singing if everyone is lying in front of the gate?) There will be a briefing about Faslane, blockading tactics, and possible legal consequences, at the weekend.

The police are rather wise to blockading tactics by this time, and the chances are that, unless you are creative, you will be stopped before you even get on to the roadway. So think laterally about how your group are going to blockade. It’s best not to discuss details of plans on the phone or email – you never know who may be listening. Remember that there are several gates at the base; if we have sufficient numbers, some people may like to blockade at the South Gate as well as the North.

Times: you are welcome to blockade at any time on the Sunday. There is much less traffic than on a weekday, but it can still be an effective protest. On the Monday, 7.30am onwards, after 2pm, and between 4:30 and 5pm and are times when there is a lot of traffic.

Of course blockading is not the only possibility – use your imagination for other ways to disrupt the war preparations at Faslane.

I think that is all the information we have at the moment, but do get in touch if you have specific queries. We do hope you can make it!

Timetable for weekend

This is our suggested outline for the weekend (all of this is still very flexible and can be adapted to meet you needs):

	Sat, Sept 15
	From 10:00
	Arrive at Dumbarton Burgh Hall

	
	10:30 – 12:00
	singing with Penny, Jane & Shereen

	
	12:00 – 13:00
	Lunch

	
	13:00 – 15:00
	Workshops: topics so far include NATO, nonviolent direct action, costume & banner making

	
	15:00
	Move to St Augustine’s Church Hall

	
	15:30 – 17:30
	Mass songs rehearsal in the church

	
	18:00 – 19:00
	Dinner

	
	19:00 – 21:00
	NVDA briefing, banner making, informal singing, chat, plotting and early bed

	Sun, Sept 16
	07:00ish
	Wake up, breakfast

	
	08:30
	We have to have cleared up and be out of the church hall by this time.

	
	09:30
	at Peace Camp, practical lock-on workshop

	
	11:00 – 16:00
	Singing, music, ceilidh and general shenanigans at the North Gate, Faslane

	
	evening
	Food at Peace Camp, action planning, sleep at Dumbarton church hall or Peace Camp

	Mon, Sept 17
	07:00ish
	Wake up, breakfast

	
	08:30
	We have to have cleared up and be out of the church hall by this time.

	
	09:00 onwards
	Lots more singing 

Mass disarmament actions

All nukes out of Scotland and the world

Faslane converted to permaculture allotments

Royal Navy replaced by anarcho-syndicalist civilian-based defence collectives
Lunch


One of these mornings, you’re gonna rise up singin’…
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